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DOWHFEEE / Theme of Research

The Development of Protest Policing and Public Order Governance in Kuala Lumpur (2011-2016): The proposed research seeks to build
on findings established in my doctoral dissertation on protest policing and public order governance in Malaysia, during the years 2011-
2016. Weaving together contemporary political theory with political ethnography, | have analysed a number of fundamental structural
changes in the Malaysian police's style of protest policing along with the state's management of public order, a trend that | summarize as
the increasing securitization of protest events and populations in Malaysia.

@®FEME / Outline of Research

Building on research completed at the time of my PhD dissertation in 2018, | seek to answer: 1) How can we explain the shifts that took
place in Malaysia, particularly in the field of protest policing in Kuala Lumpur, during the years 2011-2016? 2) To what extent the
transformation in the governmentality of protest policing can be understood within the broader historical framework of the Malaysian state's
counterinsurgency past and present? 3) Focusing on the Bersih 2 protest in 2011 as an 'irruptive event' (Rabinow 1989) that led to shifts in
apparatuses of power relations, how do these changes relate to the resistance embodied by civil society, opposition political parties, and
the large crowds of protesters mobilized during that political conjuncture?

@MEFME / Results of Research

My present findings include the following: 1) The genealogy of protest events reveal a counter-narrative to the official account on how
protest policing has progressively improved from a draconian colonial policing style to a more liberal, constitutional and human rights
affirming framework. 2) The 'reforms' has not replaced the forms of arbitrariness and application of force. Instead, it is a process that
redistributed, concentrated and concealed the negative elements in a new form. 3) The negative elements that continue to thrive are
characterized by 'emergency powers as norm' (powers that originate from the Malayan Emergency, 1948-60), and neoliberalism as
exception (how the state maintains the use of sovereign force under neoliberal conditions).

@%#%0D5FE / Further Research Plan

| am presently writing up the findings above into a journal article for peer review, at the soonest opportunity. These results are also
essential for the preparation of a book manuscript based on my dissertation and research findings over the last 90 days. Also, | hope to
present the research findings in an academic workshop/conference within the next 3 months.
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QHEHEEHERE / Results of Research
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