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*9 TP EA(RAY)/Kenji Martin Oku

In early November, the members of the Kodaira International Friendship Association kindly organized a
shopping district tour for the exchange students of the international dormitory.

We began with a tasting of the fruity blueberry wine of a local producer. Then the tour took us to a
number of stores in the area. At each place, we received a warm welcome, and had a chance to try their
products. Among others, we visited a manufacturer of delicious tofu, a sushi shop, that makes superb
inarizushi, and a sweets bakery, that spreads a heavenly smell in the streets.

Finally, we arrived at the Sangyo Matsuri, where other producers of the region presented the fruits of
their hard work. In particular, Kodaira is famous for its tasty blueberries. Thus, they found their way into
many of the local foods. You can find blueberry sweets and pudding, wine, and even beer! In the food
contest, the chefs competed with a variety of dishes made with blueberries.

Being half German and half Japanese, | think | am somewhat familiar with Japanese cuisine. However, |
was really impressed by the diversity of dishes, and the creativity of the people of Kodaira City who
prepared them. The tour was a fun and memorable event, and showed me how many nice spots Kodaira
has to offer.
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