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T —ASA (FZ4) /Dennis Obster Fa) A (FE)/Qiu Hongxuan

Christmas is always a wonderful time of the year. It’ s a time of love, hope |I don't want to say it's the last time, because it's the first time

and great food. This year this was still the case, like any other year. In a in 2021.It was also a farewell party for Dennis, our good

time like the present, with a global pandemic causing tragic losses for roommate. Chefs from Europe, America and Asia showed off

some, and isolation and loneliness for others, it’ s more important than ever|their cooking skills, from meat to vegetables.There were about
to be able to celebrate life, love and appreciation with family. This year it  |four dishes this time, and there was something that looked like
was not possible for me to go to my home country, the Netherlands, and soup, but it wasn’t soup, it was Dennis’s; it was home style. I like
celebrate with my real family. Luckily | was able to celebrate with my fried fish very much, I think this is the first time I know this
second family here in Japan though, at HdB. Like every year, HdB hosted a |flavor of fish cuisine, [ was very happy.Through this party,
Christmas party. Of course it was slightly altered with proper precautions |people in this dormitory became closer and more loving. The

to protect against the coronavirus and no guests this year. Several people, |distance between each other is pulled into, through the collision
myself included, cooked some delicious and festive dishes before the party. |between the food, understand the culture and connotation of
After everything was ready and set, we did a toast (327X~ A) together each country. In this international sojourn, the friendship of the
with some homemade Gliihwein (which is traditionally drunk in Germany people of the world is something to celebrate,

during the Christmas holidays) to start the event and enjoy the meal. After
eating some really tasty dinner and dessert, residents and our house
parents provided entertainment in the form of music and comedy
performances. We enjoyed, laughed and even danced a lot. It is really great
to see everyone using their talents in so many different ways, and seeing
the enjoyment of both the performers and the crowd. We ended the official
event with a game and secret santa. For the game, the participants were
split into several groups and we did charades. The winning team got a
bottle of goodness and some chocolates, while the losing team (which
happened to be my team) was forced to eat some Finnish sweets (which I
happened to like). During the secret santa everyone put a present for
someone else (chosen at random by the toban) at the Christmas tree, and
we had to guess who bought our present. It was fun and nice to see the
thought and consideration that people put in their gifts. All things
considered it was a really great event, sharing our cultures in this festive
way. But not only that, but celebrating together like this really makes HdB
feel like home, like family. It is amazing that it’ s possible to bond with
people from different cultures like this, and it makes living in HdB a really
rewarding experience, especially during these difficult times.
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