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Rakugo is a traditional form of Japanese entertainment which is still very
much present in contemporary Japan. It consists of only one storyteller
who comes on stage, sits down on a pillow and tells a comical tale. The
only props he may use are a fan and a piece of cloth. What at first seems
like a limitation for the storyteller and the audience, it really opens up a
completely different way of storytelling that | haven't witnessed before
coming to Japan. The expressiveness of the rakugoka and his ability to
seamlessly shift from one character to another, makes it easier for the
audience to imagine various situations and adventures of the main
personas. This in itself is truly fascinating.

To my surprise, recently | not only got to witness a rakugo-performance
in real life, but also take part in it. A rare opportunity that | couldn’t pass
up. On December 17th Seijo University organized a special event where
they invited Katsura Kaishi and Duke Kanada, rakugoka with years of
experience, to come and teach us about English rakugo and tell us
several stories. Between their acts, me and a few other international
students were lucky to come on stage and tell short stories that
thankfully got us some laughs out of the audience.

Oddly enough, the most nerve-wrecking thing about it was not
performing in front of an enormous crowd, but waiting for your turn to go
on stage. And once you finish your story and get a good laugh from the
people listening, you get a great sense of accomplishment. Thanks to the
many tips and guidance received from the two rakugo masters, the show
went smoothly and without a hitch. An experience | will not forget.

As an international student, having the opportunity to not only experience
rakugo, but to also be able to perform Rakugo ourselves was absolutely
amazing. The fact that that opportunity was an extremely unique and
rare one for international students was not lost on those of us who
performed. Our experience with Rakugo began back in October when we
watched a performance by Kaishi Katsura and then had the chance to do
a Rakugo workshop where Mr. Katsura himself helped to coach us and
teach us how to perform Rakugo properly. Mr. Katsura was so funny
(both in and outside his performance), kind, and supportive. He made
something as intimidating as getting in front of our peers to try Rakugo
for the very first time a really fun and rewarding experience.

Our second experience with Rakugo took place in December. We had
the amazing opportunity to perform Rakugo in front of a real audience.
Accepting the offer to do so was pretty scary, but when the day came
everyone was so excited to be there and Mr. Katsura was enthusiastic
and excited to have us there participating. Naturally, everyone felt pretty
nervous, but one thing that I think helped reassure a lot of us was that we
not only had previous experience from back in October, but we also had
personal tips from Mr. Katsura himself. Even though some of us were not
available to participate back in October, Mr. Katsura made sure we all
had the pointers we needed to be able to perform well on stage. It was
an amazing feeling to hear the audience laugh and enjoy our
performance. All of us left with a smile on our faces and we are truly
grateful to have had the opportunity to experience Rakugo.
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