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OWMEZEE / Theme of Research

Assessment of the land cover change and communities livelihood in Taungoo District, the Bago Mountains, Myanmar

@WEME / Outline of Research

The study area, Taungoo district is located in the Bago Mountains, Myanmar. The objectives of this study are to assess the land cover
changes of Taungoo district during 2005 and 2010 and to observe the communities livelihood who depend on the forest. The land cover
maps for four townships were prepared and land cover changes during 2005 and 2010 was analysed. For socio-economic survey, ten
villages from each township (a total of forty villages) were chosen and 10% of the total number of households was interviewed by using
guestionnaire form to observe the importance of the forest for their livelihood. | also attended the meeting with Dr. Toshinori Okuda at the
Hiroshima University on 2nd February, 2016.

®WMEME / Results of Research

According to the land cover change analysis, area of closed forest was decreased while area of open forest was increased in every
township during 2005 and 2010. In every township, the closed forest was mainly changed to open forest. Agricultural area was a little bit
increased in outside of the Reserved Forest but it was a little bit decreased in inside of the Reserved Forest. The total forest area of Phyu,
Taungoo and Oktwin townships was decreased in 2010 than in 2005. However, in Yedashe township, the total forest area was a little bit
increased in 2010 comparison with 2005. The main possible factor for forest depletion was timber extraction (legal and illegal). According
to the socio-economic survey, the consumption of fuelwood and charcoal was higher in poor households than medium and rich. The
villagers used bamboo and thatch mainly for house construction and its utilization was higher in rich families.

@4#%0OEE /| Further Research Plan

The continuous monitoring and evaluation on deforestation in Taungoo district will be conducted by using recent satellite images to
support the sustainable forest management and to recommend the necessary actions to be taken to mitigate the forest depletion.
I will continue to conduct short-term research with academic advisors at Japanese Universities to assist research development.
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®WMEME / Results of Research
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Meeting with Dr. Toshinori Okuda at the Hiroshima University HEOMERIZSNE. BEmRERBEREL.

Made a courtesy call on the mayor of Miyazu city on 28th




