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OWEZFE / Theme of Research

Look East Policy’ After 32 Years: A New Paradigm For Japan—Malaysia Relations

OWEWE |/ Outline of Research

Malaysia had looked to Japan in her search for a sustainable and efficient model of development under the ‘Look East Policy’ initiative launched in
the year 1982 by former Prime Minister Tun Dr. Mahathir Mohamad. It was at the time that this ideal formula, intended for the betterment of the
Malaysian economy, was designed to incorporate the Japanese attitude to work, their moral values, progressive norms and work ethics. Since then,
there have been more than 15,000 Malaysians expatriated to Japan as a part of this very purpose. In this research, the Look East Policy is revisited
and Japan-Malaysia relations analyzed in order to understand the change and continuity aspects of this policy in the past 32 years; exploring a new
paradigm for Japan and Malaysia’s relations.

O@WMEFME |/ Results of Research

Look East Policy is a successful functional policy even if it creates different interpretation from both countries; in reality it reciprocates. The acquisition
of values, skills and knowledge was paramount to the success of the policy; should incorporate further to bring high economic growth and
development of technological and managerial innovations as Look East Policy will remain the basis for Japan-Malaysia bilateral relationship. The
researcher shared his findings with Aoyama Gakuin University students during his period of stay with the university and the final draft of the research
manuscript will be submitted for journal publication.

@S#OHE / Further Research Plan

As Look East Policy is now moving towards its Second Wave, future research plan can focus on the perception of Malaysian students in Japan on
Look East Policy 2.0 and how can this new and refurbished plan bring more achievement and success to Japan and Malaysia via longstanding
reciprocal relations between the two countries.
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