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DWFEEERE / Theme of Research

The purpose is to research the development of Rights of Nature in Japan, in comparison with Brazil and other South American countries,
specially Bolivia, Ecuador and Colombia. Rights of Nature is the recognition of nature itself as a subject of law, instead of an object which
purpose is to serve humans. Bolivian and Ecuadorian constitutions clearly consider nature as subject of law. Colombia has disruptive court
decisions. In Brazil, Brazilian local legislations grant standing to animals and lakes, besides case law. As for Japan, Environment is not in the
constitution and legal standing on environmental issues is weak. The research question to be answered is how Japan compares with South
America in terms of Rights of Nature.

QOWEME / Outline of Research

The research outline has four pillars. First, as a basic step, the search, collection and analysis of publications on right of nature in Japan,
specially comments on the court cases related to rights of nature. Deepen the knowledge on Latin America was necessary to be able to
establish a basis for comparison. Based on those, the others steps could be planed more effectively. Second, interviews with key people on
such theme, such as lawyers, professors and activists. Among them, two key people: Mr. Tsumeda Mamoru and Mr. Kagohashi Takaaki.
Third, Discussions with students and young researchers on the topic to check the level of their awareness. Fourth, visiting places which
nature was the object of lawsuits based on right of nature.

AWMEME / Results of Research

(1) The comparison result: Japanese legal system does not allow non-human beings interests to be taken to court, all rights of natured
related cases were dismissed. There is no social movement to promote legal changes on such topic. In Latin America, legal systems are more
keen to deal in courts with interests not only directly related to human ones. Hence, rights of nature have more ground to develop. (2) The
exchange result: lectures on rights of nature topic were given in Keio University, Rikkyo University, Ochanomizu University and Kyoto
University of foreign studies. Interviews with Mr. Kagohashi (lawyer) and Mr Tsuneda (activist) were also conducted. A paper on rights of
nature in Latin America, written in Japanese, will be publish in Japan.

@4#%OsE / Further Research Plan

Comparing Japanese and Latin American (Ecuador, Bolivia, Chile, Colombia and Brazil) legal systems was the first step. The next steps are
as follows: (a) visit those Latin American countries to interview key people to rights of nature, specially Ecuador and Colombia. (b) Search for
other countries in Latin America where rights of nature were recognized by laws or court cases. Argentina, for example, has a case of Habeas
Corpus for Chimpanzees. (c) Study court cases of New Zealand and India where rights of natural entities (e.g., rivers) were recognized
following original/tradition people’s worldviews. (d) Write articles in Brazil on the Japanese court cases experience on rights of nature.
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OWERZEE / Theme of Research
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QWEIEEME / Results of Research
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@BPEEXZREEDFHWRR / Activities of International Student Exchange Program
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Interview with the nature guide Mr. Tsuneda
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