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DOWHEERE / Theme of Research

In recent years, architects and scholars have emphasized the importance of disseminating architectural knowledge to the general public,
aiming to enhance awareness of both natural and built environments for a more sustainable development of cities. This research focuses on
architectural education for children in Japan and aims to analyze the case of the School of Architecture for Children (B2&¥ &£ % ) as part of
the activities developed by the Non-Profit Organization 'Initiative for Tomorrow’s Opportunities in Architecture (ITO)' ({F3REZE2r), founded in
2011 by the Pritzker laureate architect Toyo lto.

@WEWBE / Outline of Research

This research aims to understand ITO’s approach to raise urban awareness in children and the lessons learned in its 10 years of existence. It
aims to map activities implemented by the Architecture School for Children focusing on the pedagogical strategies, topics addressed, target
audience, inspiration behind the program and resources needed. To achieve these objectives the research was divided into four stages: 1)
literature review on architectural education and urban literacy; 2) interviews with the school staff and key persons; 3) field survey (observation
of meetings, classes, and class preparations); 4) participation on laboratory seminars and events to share thoughts and ideas.

®MZERE / Results of Research

Concerning pedagogical strategies, the school emphasizes teamwork by grouping elementary school students into 3-4 member teams, each
assisted by teaching assistants, primarily architecture undergraduates. The main goal is to showcase architecture as a collaborative activity in
the city-making process. While class themes evolve annually, a consistent exploration of the interconnected relationship between architecture,
nature, and other living beings is evident, emphasizing a holistic perspective on sustainability rather than solely focusing on technical aspects
of architecture. Following each class, teachers and TAs gather to discuss challenges and potential improvements, facilitating an ongoing
evaluation of teaching methods.

@510 E / Further Research Plan

Recently in Brazil, national universities have been engaging in collaborative initiatives with local communities. Having conducted research at
ITO’s Architecture School, | am inspired to initiate an Architectural Education program at the University of Brasilia for elementary public
schools. Additionally, | aim to publish articles detailing the Japanese case study and further explore similar initiatives in Brazil and Latin
America.
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