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Today’s bus tour was the best tour for my during this two  |KIFADN\RY7—THO THERBERRICHAMLEES
years. Because I understood the history and background of [?&&ICITEEL =, NRAYT—VYT7—IZS MY HEB

man made natural Dam, Kogeccho. Shishigaki and life near ﬁi%*}]&')'CTfoT:G)'GKQZ*(:§%)\§'GIJ:’DL,$§:¢'C:L7‘::'
the lake. I can imagine how the Japanese people have . Zg‘yj,mzj_Q_®3’°¢7‘O75\L\—GF“§75\H—C<T:$ )| &
worked hard. And the guide, local people and KIFA staff were ;ﬁ‘%;ﬂi’%};;?%%ﬁiiﬁf?b\fg%f‘%& IJ-Ig))
also very kind, friendly and active in explaining. Lunch was 734#0)73‘/2&]\';} = Py Tt
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amazing. It was so so delicious. I really appreciate all for NTLBALDESLEKEDBEREREZUEL, 20
giving free lunch for my kid. And we experienced watermelon % BEEREOBMEFEERRELEN-FEVY . =
splitting, swimming and fishing at the Lake Biwa. Thanks for (i #REAZELTCEZDEDESLIZDWNTHEALT

everythiung. We are very satisfied with this tour. TEWV-Y ., BEEHDOMRETB AL T IT(ET4EKERL
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Hnin Yee Aung&As

Shewetha shivanna&As

A memorable tour to Okishima Island in Lake Biwa and Lake
Farm

The tour was started at 9 am. It was around 1015 am when
we arrived Horikiri port to take ferry to Okishima Island.
Then the ferry reached to the port and took us to the
Island. The environment is so quiet because the local people
usually take the rest in the daytime.

The history of Okishima Island is very interesting. Okishima
Island is the only inhabited island within Lake Biwa, Japan’ s
largest freshwater lake. During the 12th century, seven
samurai were defeated in battle near Kyoto. They fled with
their families to Okishima and formed their own little village
later. [ also noticed that the island is surrounded by many
Sakura trees. Wandering here and there, I found only
three local people working outside their houses. We had a
very delicious lunch there. The lunch set includes small fish,
prawns, fish tempura, assorted vegetable tempura, sweet
potato tempura and black sesame rice.

Then we left island for Lake Farm, the final place of our
tour. The owner of the farm gave brief explanation about
the farm. The main point is that they use pesticides
correctly for consumers and environment. It is the only way
to survive in the competitive market in the long run.As the
last activity of the tour, we had to harvest many kinds of
vegetables such as lettuce, sweet potato, soft potato,
onions and taros in group work. Happiness for all was
harvesting vegetables on our own and sharing them with
other group members. [ am dead sure that everyone had fun
working together under the guidance of the farm members.
Hnin Yee Aung (M1 student of Master of Economics
attending at Ritsumeikan University.)

[ have lived in Shiga for more than three years, |
had never had a chance to visit Okishima Island
located in Lake Biwa. To be honest, [ had checked
the information online that Okishima was also
known as ‘Cat island’ because of many cats there,
so [ was even more excited to go! We were warmly
welcomed by the local guides who showed us
around the tiny island and explained about its
history. The guide requested that we follow two
simple rules: to be quiet as we move around the
island, and to avoid smoking. He explained to us
that the fishermen had just returned from their job
and would be taking rest, and also since the roads
were very narrow, our voices would carry easily. For
the same reason, if a fire broke out on the island, it
would be quite dangerous as it could spread very
quickly. Later we returned to the port and gathered
for lunch which was a delicious bento made using
ingredients grown on the island and seafood from
the lake. Finally we departed from the lake to move
towards the Lakes Farm for the harvesting
experience. The farmers were so kind and friendly,
and I was really surprised to see how neat and
organized the farm looked. I could once again
appreciate the beauty of nature and simple way of
living through this tour. I hope more people can join
the tour and experience Japan in the future!
AEERE BEIFHMERELRIE Shewetha
shivanna
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