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It was my great honor to be awarded the first prize in Japanese Speech Contest held on Saturday
November 19, 2011. As participating in the contest, I believe that my Japanese skill, particularly in
speaking with correct pronunciation and accent, has surely improved. After having my speech done,
many people approached and told me that they were touched by the story I told them in my speech. It
turns from a competition to be a wonderful occasion for me to get to know a lot of people and
international students studying in Oita. There were many difficult tasks I faced until today; I even
started to learn basic Japanese alphabet “A, I, U, E, O” after coming to Japan; it was really a big
challenge for me to get accompanied with Japanese language. However, as given such an honorable
prize, I am now confident with what I have done: effort | have made, tasks I have dealt with, and challen
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I'm glad that [ could participate in the symposium and I could hear different opinions and advices.
[ find it especially useful that we can search for tourist sights in Oita with our smartphones.
[ think it would be a good idea to hold another symposium just like this one.
It surprised me that many people were concerned about the developement of the city.
If we could manage to raise the number of participants we could hear more of their opinions.




