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Through our visit to a cultural centre, | got to know that
rescue parties mobilised after an earthquake usually faced a
problem in helping the elderly who would refuse help and
ask rescuers to help others first.

Essentially, this is similar to the situation faced by foreigners
living in Japan, who are assumed to be doing fine until they
reach out to others.

The key difference is that they lack the knowledge about
where to get help and face a language barrier.

Admittedly, they are given translated guidebooks with crucial
information that will come to help, but that does not connect
them with the local community.

To that end, | think that more groups similar to this, that will
allow individuals of different backgrounds to share their
viewpoints, experiences and support, can go a long way in
connecting not just foreigners with locals, but will also shed
light on issues that need to be addressed within the
Japanese society as well.

From our visit to TCGC, | realised that when a severe
disaster happens, all of us become troubled and
tend to care only about ourselves. At that moment,
inner prejudice may easily present itself in the form
of violence towards minorities.

It is great to note that community radios launched
after 1.17 have played an important role in the
community, and continue to do so. With that in mind,
| would like to know more about how they've
continued to keep those projects going. | really
appreciate this group because we can talk about
various topics that are all related to surviving
hardships or problems we might face in the future.
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