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hH FtheA (BA-1HEEITKE) /Mayu Nakata (Japan-Saitama Prefectural University)
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)R EA (ERE-1FEKRKE) /Seongkwang SEO (Korea-Saitama University)

Hello, I'm Seongkwang SEO and I'm researching a master’ s in economics at Saitama University. This year's
'Saitama Bus Tour’ was held through ZOOM rather than through actual bus tours due to the influence of the
COVID-19.

Despite its online format, it was not lacking in enjoying Saitama and Japan. The contents were divided into two
main categories. The first was a lecture by Masayuki Hara, a researcher at Center for Environmental Science in
Saitama (CESS), under the theme of 'Mitigation and adaptation strategies for climate change — Practice in
Saitama Prefecture’. Second, we did 'Bonsai Potting’ with the bonsai kit that we received beforehand. Besides, |
was able to do this whole process with my group friends. We were all clumsy, but it allowed us to get closer and
closer to each other.

Through this tour, I could feel 'three kinds of Japan'.

The first is 'Japan in the Earth’ through a climate change lecture. Global warming is becoming a serious problem
all over the world, but it, especially in Japan, and in Tokyo, has become a big problem. I could feel 'Japan in the
Earth’, a member of the Earth community who is interested in and trying to cope with these problems.

The second is 'Japan in Foreign Countries’ through conversations with international students. After the lecture
was over, the students were divided into small groups and were able to have discussions in English. | was part of
a group of students from Bangladesh, Russia, Thailand, and Japan, through which I could hear the impression of
Japan based on the perspectives of each country. This was a different Japan from what the Japanese see.
Through this, I could feel 'Japan in Foreign Countries’.

The third is "Japan in Japan’ through Bonsai Potting. Bonsai is a culture found not only in Japan but also in
many countries in East Asia. However, in the case of China, the style was both free—spirited yet large—scale
style, but in the case of Japan, the unique minimalist style could be seen. Based on the minimalistic style of
Japan, the minimalistic bonsai felt like Japan was contained in a small plant pot, which made me feel “Japan in
Japan.”

Through this experience, unlike everyday life and research in Japan, [ could feel 'another Japan’, and [ will
continue to pursue the fun of discovering 'new Japan'.

Also, I made many international students friends through this tour, and we are also talking together after the
event in the 'LINE’ Group. Since most of us live close to Saitama University, we are looking forward to meeting in
person after COVID-19.

Thank you.
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