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Research on the academic retention support for international students in Professional training college :
Consideration of training programs in the food fields and long-term care fields, where the number of
international students is rapidly increasing.

Hidefumi Shida (Jikei Education Science Center)
Oida Yoshihito (Jikei Education Science Center)
Katsuhara Shugo (Jikei Gakuen)

Abstract

The purpose of this study is to clarify the academic retention strategies (components and procedures) for foreign
students in vocational schools. In particular, the study will focus on the culinary arts and confectionery hygienist
training programs (food field) and the nursing care worker training programs (long-term care field), where the
number of international students is rapidly increasing. As a result of theoretical generation of the academic retention
strategies (components and procedures) for both fields, we found similarities and differences. The commonalities
are as follows. In both fields, the commonality was confirmed in the importance of collaboration among classroom
teachers (instructors and mentors) with at least five years of post-qualification experience, visa support staff,
Learning Management System (LMS) staff, and supervisors. Next, in terms of the procedures in the academic
retention strategy for vocational schools, the following similarities were confirmed in both areas: visa support,
support for scholarship (tuition assistance) applications to scholarship granting organizations, orientation on post-
entry studies and academic regulations, student registration and instruction on how to use the LMS, rubrics for all
course materials, and support for attendance management and part-time work hours management.Differences are as
follows.

As for the components, in the training program for care workers, all international students are required to take
Japanese language classes outside the regular curriculum. In the long-term care worker training course, students are
required to take the national exam after graduation in order to become long-term care workers, and in order to pass
the exam, they must continue to take Japanese language classes outside of regular classes. On the other hand, in the
cooking and confectionery hygienist training courses, students can obtain certification upon graduation. As for the
procedures, in the cookery and confectionery hygienist training courses, it is necessary to understand cooking
utensils, ingredients, and onomatopoeia, to motivate students to work together, to set goals for their future career,
to create friendships, and to teach manners in group study. On the other hand, in the long-term care worker training
program, it is necessary to motivate students to take Japanese language classes before the start of classes, to support
students in applying for general scholarships at welfare companies (with tuition assistance, dormitory assistance,
and working year regulations), and to open Japanese language classes outside of regular classes and have all students
take them in order to obtain a Japanese Language Proficiency Test level 2 or higher. The above results provide
certain suggestions. First, the probability of drawing commonalities in academic retention strategies (components
and procedures) across disciplines. Second, the importance of focusing on the differences in subject-related
tendencies across disciplines. Third, the importance of instructor and mentor functions as components.
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