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<Follow-up Research Fellowship>

Period: November 1, 2009 — December 31, 2009 (61 days)

Host University: Shinshu University

Research Topic: This research aims to make survey for the accessibility and use of
assistive devices at schools for special needs education, and for the development of

assistive devices for augmentative communication, in Japan.

Outline of Research

During the research period, I had opportunities for discussion with my research adviser, Professor
Kojima at Shinshu University, and visited several schools and organizations in Nagano city and Tokyo
Metropolitan area, including Shinshu University’ s affiliated school for children with disabilities, Nagano
Prefecture’ s Rehabilitation Center, Non—profit organization AAC Support, and others. To exchange
information and opinions from international perspective, online teleconference via Internet was
performed twice between Shinshu University and Jakarta State University. On each occasion,
Professor Kojima, my research adviser, gave an introductory lecture for Indonesian students, school
teachers, and researchers on assistive technology and augmentative communication for children with

autism and related disorders.



Results of Research

From the site visits and communication on the teleconferences, I could get valuable information about
recent development and trends in Japan in the area of assistive technology, augmentative
communication, and their related educational practices for children with developmental disabilities. As
the result of collaboration with NPO AAC-Support, Indonesian language version of PICOT
Communication Book was edited for possible use in Indonesia. The present research and my
experience in Japan will contribute not only to professional development for special needs education at
school in Indonesia, but also to facilitating the collaborative research framework between Indonesia and

Japan.

Further Research Plan

I would like to keep in touch with Professor Kojima and other Japanese researchers for future
collaboration concerning the present research theme and its related area. As the first step of
collaboration, an international conference on assistive technology and augmentative communication will
be organized by Jakarta State University in 2010, inviting Professor Kojima as a guest speaker.
Findings of the present research may be submitted as a paper to be published on some domestic

Journal.
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